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New Record for Overall Giving to the AUF in 2012
Local churches affirmed their ongoing support for Africa University in
2012 with an overall investment in
the Africa University Fund (AUF) of
93%.
In total, 27 annual conferences
invested 100% of their asking in the
AUF and once again, the local congregations of the Wisconsin Conference
showed incredible generosity by making a 169% investment in the fund.
The efforts of the Wisconsin
Conference, coupled with that of the
other 10 annual conferences, gave
the North Central Jurisdiction its first
100% overall investment in the AUF.
In the Northeastern Jurisdiction,
the Greater New Jersey Conference
also went beyond its asking and
invested 104%.
Two
annual
conferences—
Southwest Texas and Tennessee—set

new records for giving to the AUF.
For the first time, both conferences
invested 100% of their asking.
“The strength of Africa University
offers The United Methodist Church
the opportunity to continue to impact
leaders across Africa,” says Bishop
Bill McAlilly of the Tennessee Area.
“Thirty years from now, we will look
back and give thanks to God that
the investment in Africa University
was one of the keys in transforming
the world through the people called
Methodist,” added Bishop McAlilly.
Across the connection, annual conferences have responded to the Africa
University success story by increasing
their efforts to resource its ministry.
In 2012, investment in the AUF was
at 90% or higher for more than twothirds of the annual conferences.

In February, the Chair of the Advisory and Board
Development Committees, Bishop Marcus
Matthews, presented AU with a gift of $
designated for scholarships. The gift came from
honoraria and love offerings from his various
speaking engagements that he set aside for AU.
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Scholarship Gift Honors Long-time Members of UMC of Vista, California
The United Methodist Church of Vista
has created a new endowed scholarship
at Africa University with a gift of $100,000.
The gift honors two long-standing members of the congregation who have been
passionate about world mission and ardent
supporters of the university, Mr. Tommy
Thomson and Mrs. Margie Thomson. Mrs.
Thomson died on December 2012.
AU
alumnus,
Mr.
Bonaventure
Dusabimana from Rwanda, who now lives
in southern California, joined Mr. James
Salley, the associate vice chancellor for
institutional advancement and Ms. Elaine
Jenkins, the director of planned giving at
the United Methodist Church of Vista in
mid-February for the official handover of
the gift.
Mr. Salley brought the message to
the congregation in Sunday worship and
thanked members for being the church in
the world and making a difference.

Pictured: From Left to Right: Ms. Beth Brainerd Hallock, chair of UMCV church council; Mr. E. “Tommy”
Thomson, gift honoree and UMCV member; Mr. James Salley, associate vice chancellor for institutional
advancement; Ms. Elaine Jenkins, director of planned giving; Mr. Bonaventure Dusabimana, AU alumnus
(B.A. Humanities and Social Sciences,
) who currently resides in southern California; Mr. Rollin Grider,
UMCV lay leader; Ms. Jacque Howard, UMCV outreach coordinator ; Ms. Lynda Mounts, UMCV lay leader;
and Rev. George Hooper, the senior pastor of UMCV.
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Double Your Giving Pleasure!
Corporate matching gifts are an excellent way for donors to maximize personal
contributions and increase the impact of
their gifts. Maxine L. Jones of Richmond
has joined with other members of her
family to endow a scholarship in memory
of her maternal grandparents. Maxine’s
generous gift to Africa University was
matched dollar for dollar by her employer,
Dominion Virginia Power Company, thus
doubling her gift.
It is very easy to participate in a matching gift program, whether you are a current
employee or a retiree. Contact the company’s Human Resources Officer to inquire
whether the company offers a matching
gift program. Maxine was delighted to
discover that her company offers such

a program and requested a matching gift
form. She completed her section of the form
and mailed it to the AU Development Office
along with her gift designated for the Esau
and Janie B. Jenkins Endowed Memorial
Scholarship Fund.
Upon receipt, the Development Office personnel verified the information and returned
the completed form to the company. That is
all it took for the company to issue a matching gift contribution to Africa University and
for Maxine to double her giving pleasure.
Join the growing number of donors who
are maximizing the impact of their gifts to
Africa University. For more information
about matching gifts, please call or write our
Director of Planned Giving, Elaine Jenkins,
Africa University Development Office, P. O.

Pictured: Left to Right: Maxine L. Jones and her
maternal aunt, Lorretta J. Saunders.

Box 340007, Nashville, TN, 37203-0007,
615/340-7428 (Telephone), 615/3407290 (Fax), ejenkins@gbhem.org; or
visit the planned giving website at www.
africau.plannedgiving.org.

Concerned About Access to Education, AU Graduate
Reaches Out to Schoolgirls
because of bias and conflict, have lost their
education.”
Achomo isn’t just talking about education
for the girl child. She is now is part of network of women called AfChix Africa -Women
in Technology.
“Our goal is to create a vibrant network of
African Girls/Women in Computer Science
and related areas for the purpose of supporting each other,” says Achomo.
She coordinates the activities of Uganda
Chapter of AfChix Africa and works alongside Nodumo Dhlamini, a fellow AU graduate and the former director of the ICT unit
on the AU campus. Network members visit

Lillian Achomo, coordinates the activities
of AfChix Africa’s Uganda Chapter.
schools and offer free career guidance seminars for girls. They focus their outreach on
interesting girls in the sciences, particularly
in Computer Science and Information and
Communications Technology (ICT).
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Africa University marked International
Women’s Day 2013—March 8—by highlighting alumnae like Lillian Achomo, who
returned to Uganda after graduating in June
2012, with a B.Sc. in Computer Information
Systems.
“The one social issue that gets me
worked up is sexism against women, both
in the rural and urban areas,” says Achomo.
“The other issue is the girl-child education in the country,” Achomo adds. “More
than half of the population is female but it
is common that the boys are given priority.
It is saddening to observe the widespread
neglect of and mistreatment of girls who,

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Nashville, Tenn.
Permit No. 11

