
Speaking at the dinner, 
Bishop Lyght recalled that his 
first effort to raise funds for 
Africa University failed. 

That was in 1988, follow-
ing the approval of Africa 
University by the General 
Conference. 

Bishop Lyght made a resolu-
tion to suspend the rules so 
that an offering could be taken 
for the university. The del-
egates voted against it. 

Undaunted, Bishop Lyght, a 
district superintendent in the 
former Northern New Jersey 
Conference at the time, went 

home and challenged area churches 
to invest in the the Africa University 
Fund at 100%. He later became Chair 
of the Africa University Board and 
Advisory Development Committees. 
Bishop Lyght provided leadership to 
the university’s friend and fundraising 
efforts until his retirement in 2011.
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Bishop Ernest S. Lyght, (left), enjoying Rev. Dr. Cynthia Wilson’s rendition of 
the Charles Albert Tindley spiritual, ‘Stand By Me’, at the Richard E. “Dick” Reeves 

Legacy Society Recognition Dinner in Nashville on September 6.

Couples Recognized for Support, Commitment to AU

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and Charlotte 
McAnally and Dr. and Mrs. Rick and 
LaRayne Wahlstrom received AU’s highest 
accolade, the Drum Award, on September 
6th at the annual Richard E. “Dick” Reeves 
Legacy Society Dinner. The awards were 
presented to them in recognition of their 
contributions to AU’s development.

“To be part of an event like this is heart-
warming,” said Mrs. Wahlstrom. “It always 
makes you feel that you can do and give a 
little more. Why stop now?”

Both couples have made significant gifts 
for endowed scholarships as well as fac-
ulty housing construction and other campus 
needs.

500+ New Students 
Matriculate at AU

In October 1998, the 
Rev. Cynthia Wilson gave a 
concert at Carnegie Hall in 
New York City. Fifteen years 
later, the seeds planted as a 
result of the concert contin-
ue to yield a great harvest.

The concert was the brain-
child of Bishop Ernest Lyght 
of the New York Conference, 
just two years into his first 
Episcopal assignment. 

Bishop Lyght had told the 
conference’s planning team 
that he wanted the event to 
be ‘big’ and it was—the con-
cert featured the formidable 
talent of Rev. Wilson; and the inter-
nationally acclaimed actor, Mr. Ossie 
Davis, as host.

The concert proceeds—$60,000—
were used to establish the New York 
Conference Endowed Scholarship at 
Africa University. Today, that endowed 
scholarship is worth more than 
$250,000. 

At the annual Richard E. “Dick” 
Reeves Legacy Society Dinner on Sept. 
6, Africa University recognized and 
celebrated the fruits of Bishop Lyght’s 
impressive record in sowing seeds. 

Since 2001, the New York Conference 
Endowed Scholarship has provided 
funding for 16 students to study at 
Africa University.

In August, Africa University formally welcomed 
its largest freshman class to date. More than 500 new students participated in the annual matricu-
lation ceremony on September 13, and were offi-
cially inducted as members of the student body. 
The university has a total full-time enrollment of 
over 1500 students for the current academic year.

Drum Award recipients, Mr. and Mrs. McAnally, (left), with Mr. James Salley and Mrs. Patricia Madondo; and 
Dr. and Mrs. Wahlstrom, (right), listen as Mrs. Madondo reads their award citation.

http://www.legacy.vg/africau
https://www.support-africauniversity.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=202


Giving thanks is a big part of what 
we do at Africa University, and we take 
this responsibility seriously.  It is one of 
our greatest pleasures.  This is why we 
established the Richard E. “Dick” Reeves 
Legacy Society in 2001—to recognize 
and to thank those very special donors 
who have included Africa University in 
their estate plans.  

On September 6, 2013, one person 
was recognized and eleven individuals 
were inducted into the Legacy Society at 

To Live in Gratitude

the annual recognition dinner.  One of the 
honorees, Rev. John M. Germaine, was 
recognized for making a second planned 
gift.  Two of the 2013 inductees are Rev. 
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Charles and Gay Hutchins, who 
have endowed a scholarship and included 
the university in their estate plans.  

Because of the generosity of our 
planned gift donors, the university can 
plan for the future with greater assurance 
and confidence. 

 Please visit the planned giving web-
site at http://www.africau.plannedgiving.
org to read the profiles of our planned gifts 
donors. For more information about the 
many ways to support Africa University’s 
transforming ministry, please call or write 
our Director of Planned Giving, Elaine 
Jenkins, Africa University Development 
Office, P. O. Box 340007, Nashville, TN, 
37203-0007, 615/340-7428 (telephone), 
615/340-7290 (fax), ejenkins@gbhem.org 
(email address).

Rev. Charles and Gay Hutchins.

UMC Missionary, Making Connections Through AU

Dr. Paul T. Shew admits that he wears  
his AU shirt a lot—to work, to his local 
church picnic and definitely, when he is 
on vacation. In fact, he says that what he 
enjoys most are the conversations and con-
nections that the shirt often sparks. 

“People see the logo or name and they 
ask questions or comment and I’m able to 

“To speak gratitude is courteous and pleas-
ant, to enact gratitude is generous and noble, 

but to live gratitude is to touch Heaven.” - 
Johannes A. Gaertner

share with them about AU,” said Dr. Shew. 
“I’m an AU fan and supporter, so I really 
enjoy doing that.” 

Dr. Shew, an ordained elder in the West 
Ohio Conference, serves as UMC mis-
sionary at Aoyama Gakuin University in 
Tokyo.  Faculty, staff and students there 
have made a number of significant gifts 
to Africa University—such as funds for its 
endowment and for special projects.

Dr. Shew recently returned to Aoyama 
Gakuin following a one-year sabbatical as 
Scholar in Residence at the General Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM).

He hopes to begin discussions around 
widening the interaction between the faculty 
and students at Aoyama Gakuin University 
and Africa University, and he thinks that 
an exchange visit to the AU campus in 
Zimbabwe would be a great start. 

NEW OPPORTUNITY!
Click on the banner below or visit: 
www.insuring-africauniversity.com, 
to learn more about including AU in 

your plans for the future.

http://www.africau.plannedgiving.org/
http://www.africau.plannedgiving.org/
http://www.africau.plannedgiving.org/
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